Circuits Visual Vocabulary

On page 45 and 46 of your notebook, create three columns: word, definition, and picture. Use the words and definitions below to complete.

1. Circuit: a closed path that electricity can flow through. 
2. Current: the movement of electric charges through a material; the speed at which electric charges move through a material; the movement of liquid through a passageway or through another other liquid. For example, your television turning on has an electric current.
3. Conductor: a material that transmits energy. For example metals.
4. Insulator: material that does not let energy transfer through. For example rubber.
5. Resistance: the tendency of materials to not transfer energy
6. Voltage: a measure of the electrical potential difference between two points.
7. Open Circuit: broken path which does not allow the electric current to flow. For example the bulb is not on.
8. Closed Circuit: an unbroken path for electric current to flow. For example the bulb is on.
9. Parallel Circuit: an electric circuit with multiple paths through which current can flow. For example the lights in your house. When one burns out, they don’t all go out.
10. Series Circuit: an electric circuit in which all the working parts are on one line from positive to negative terminal. For example, when one light goes out, they all go out (Christmas lights).
